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Underground Railroad!

www.CacheCalhoun.org  |  800 397 2240

Cross Calhoun County on the
Underground Railroad!

Learn interesting facts along the way and 
feel what it was like to be a fugitive on the run 

during this one-of-a-kind experience. 

Find clues with each cache, use them 
to solve a word puzzle, and claim your prize! 

CacheCalhoun.org 
Geocache Challenge



  
Map of Underground Railroad RoutesWhat was the Underground Railroad?

The Underground Railroad was a way for slaves to escape 
captivity in the south and gain freedom in Canada. It was a 
secret organization (which is why it was called “underground”), 
because helping slaves was illegal. In Michigan there were enough 
abolitionists and sympathizers to form a chain of stops where slaves 
could safely move themselves to freedom, one night’s travel at a 
time.  It was named a “railroad” because it was a way to travel, and 
because people used railroad terms to describe it (which was “cool” 
at that time because the railroads were brand new).
Map of Underground Railroad Routes

Battle Creek

Kalamazoo

Cassopolis

Jackson

Ann Arbor

Detroit

Lansing

Auburn

Ft Wayne

Flint Port Huron

Decator

Portland

Winchester

South Bend

Niles

Plymouth

Robinson 
Farm

Lafayette

Darlington

Westfield

Logansport

Michigan

Indiana Ohio

Lake Michigan

CacheCalhoun.org Geocache Challenge 

MAP KEY
 Main Routes 
 & Cities                     
 
 Calhoun   
 County, MI

Canada

The Calhoun County Visitors Bureau has a variety of brochures 
and guides to help you explore our area. Stop in or call today!

www.BattleCreekVisitors.org 
34 W. Jackson St, Battle Creek, MI
Monday-Friday 9-5 • 800 397 2240

N 42° 19.073   W 085° 10.805
Put coordinates into a GPS device

Find the search area

Locate the hidden cache

Open the cache box

Log Book
Sign the Log Book & 
Write down the clues
(do this first part 9 more times)

Solve the word puzzle

Bring it t
o our office
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And claim your prize!

For more information on Geocaching, please see the inside back cover.



In about 1797 Isabella Baumfree was born into slavery in Ulster 
County, New York. She later changed her name to Sojourner Truth and 
became a famous orator who spoke for people who were considered less 
fortunate, including slaves and women. 

When Sojourner was nine years old, she was sold at auction (along 
with a flock of sheep) for $100 to a man living in a nearby town - she 
never saw her family again. 

When Sojourner was 18, she met and fell in love with a slave named 
Robert. His owners forbid him to see Sojourner, but he didn’t listen to them 
and he sneaked away to visit her. Robert was discovered and was punished 
with a beating that later killed him. Sojourner was sold two more times 
and by most accounts had five children while in slavery. She escaped into 
freedom in 1826 with her daughter, but had to leave her sons behind. 

At this time in New York, slaves were in the process of being 
emancipated (freed) and it was against the law to sell them out of the 
state. Sojourner’s owner illegally sold her 5-year-old son to a plantation in 
Alabama, so Sojourner went to court to have him returned - and became the 
first black woman to win such a case against a white man. 

1. HARMONIA –UR1 

Coordinates:  N 42° 20.629   W 085° 16.750
Parking Coordinates:  N 42° 20.482   W 085° 16.729
Difficulty: 3     Terrain: 3      Size: Small
Hint: ubevmbagny jbbq  (decription key on inside back cover)
NOTE: Not in the fenced cemetery area, no need to trespass there! 

Harmonia was a progressive settlement six miles west of the city of 
Battle Creek. In the 1800s, women wore bloomers and dances were 
held - and men and women fraternized! How shocking! 

Harmonia disappeared in the early 1900’s when the area was taken 
over by the military to establish Camp Custer. As you walk along 
the path towards the cemetery and beyond, know that you are 
walking on a path where Sojourner Truth once walked. 

Sojourner soon found she had a talent 
for speaking and people flocked to listen to her 
forceful, low-pitched voice - described as sad, 
bewitching and mystic - and her humorous and 
clever messages. She was also quite religious, 
and chose to preach the Lord’s truth along 
with messages on antislavery, women’s rights and 
temperance.  When she was able,  she chose Truth 
for her last name to honor her commitment 
to the Lord, and Sojourner for her first name 
because she would sojourn (travel) to wherever 
she was called to speak. 

In 1857 Sojourner Truth 
bought a home in Harmonia and 
several years later she bought a 
home in downtown Battle Creek.
The fact that she chose to live 
in Battle Creek brought the town 
its first national attention, because 
by that time she had spoken to 
presidents and became friends 
with other notables of the time 
including Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
Frederick Douglass, Susan B. 
Anthony, Parker Pillsbury and 
Dr. J. H. Kellogg. Sojourner Truth 
died in 1883 and is buried in Oak 
Hill Cemetery in Battle Creek.

While Truth was not active 
in the Underground Railroad 
itself, her messages helped 
convince the nation to free the 
slaves, and she helped many 
former slaves find new homes and 
establish new rights.

LEARN MORE ABOUT SOJOURNER TRUTH
Visit the Sojourner Truth statue N 42° 18.965 W 085° 10.787 (as seen above) 
in Battle Creek’s Monument Park.



In 1786, one of George Washington’s slaves escaped and was 
helped by a society of Quakers.  The society grew in numbers and by 
around 1831 it was being called the “Underground Railroad.” 

Churches, especially the Quakers and the Seventh Day 
Adventists, provided safe “stations” along the Underground Railroad 
routes where fugitives could hide and rest on their journey. The people 
who helped the escapees were often in danger of being fined, wounded 
or even killed. There was always the very real danger that if you were 
a free black person, you could be “captured” and “returned” to slavery - 
even if you had never been a slave before!  

So why did they help? As Ellen White, a famous Seventh Day 
Adventist, said, “No distinction on account of nationality, race, or caste is 
recognized by God.” The Adventists did not see any difference between 
the races, believing that we are all one people and should be treated as 
such. Blacks and whites routinely ate dinner at each others houses in 
Adventist settlements - something that was not common at that time. 
Because of these beliefs and practices, many escaped slaves chose to 
settle in these kinds of sympathetic places, and to help other fugitives 
on their way to freedom. This fact is why Battle Creek became such a 
noted stop on the Underground Railroad.

2. STEPPING UP –UR2 

Coordinates:  N 42° 19.701   W 085° 11.938
Parking Coordinates:  N 42° 19.662   W 085° 11.892
Difficulty: 1.5     Terrain: 1.5      Size: Small
Hint: lbh nyernql unir bar  (decription key on inside back cover)
NOTE: Only houses with plaques in front of them are part of the 
Adventist Village, please don’t disturb the neighbors.

The Seventh Day Adventists were some of the earliest 
abolitionists, people who thought slavery was wrong. These 
beliefs were taught at many of the buildings in the Village.

Experience Living History!
at N 42° 19.676 W 085° 11.824 

Visit The Historic 
Adventist Village
Step back into the 19th 

Century. Tour restored 

and replicated buildings, 

enjoy stories of life in the 

days of the pioneers, and 

hear the heart-warming 

experiences of Adventist 

pioneers who settled in 

the west end of Battle 

Creek over 150 years ago

.

480 W. Van Buren Street
(Check in at the Welcome Center)

April 1 to November 1

Sunday - Friday 10 am to 4 pm 

Saturdays 2 to 4 pm

For other times or to schedule 

a group or tour bus, please call 

(269) 965-3000.



Before the Civil War, the movements of blacks (both slaves 
and free) were limited in the north and the south. Illinois had severe 
restrictions on free blacks entering the state, and Indiana barred them 
altogether. Laws in Ohio were very strict, making it almost impossible 
for a free black person to settle there.

Because of these laws and restrictions, there were only a couple of 
lines of the Underground Railroad in Michigan, and they were mainly 
to help slaves escape from Indiana routes. The Central Michigan Line 
entered the state in the southwest corner of the state, in Cass County, 
and continued through Cassopolis, Schoolcraft, Climax, Battle Creek, 
Marshall, Albion, Parma, Jackson, Michigan Center, Dexter, Ann 
Arbor, Ypsilanti, and ended in Detroit - the last stop before the safety 
of Canada. Of course, there were always variations and alternate routes 
which were followed to avoid slave catchers who were in pursuit.

Fugitives would enter Calhoun County from the west and would 
be helped from there to Battle Creek by Isaac Davis. Erastus Hussey 
would then help them get to Marshall. The men who were in charge of 
their portion of the Underground Railroad were known as “conductors”.  
Conductors came from many backgrounds, but were mostly free-born 
blacks or blacks that had escaped or been freed from slavery - but there 
were also Native Americans and white abolitionists, like Erastus Hussey.

Hiding them in a storefront located on East Main Street (now 
East Michigan Avenue), Erastus Hussey helped around 1,000 escaped 
slaves on their journey to freedom. In 1855 he moved to a new house on 
North Washington Avenue where he continued his efforts. 

3. MAJOR CONDUCTOR –UR3 

Coordinates:  N 42° 19.073   W 085° 10.805
Difficulty: 1.5     Terrain: 1      Size: Small

Hiding in stations - barns, secret rooms, and sometimes outside in 
a cave or even under a clump of bushes - fugitives would rest. Then 
at night, conductors would help them to their next stop.

Relatives claimed that secret rooms had been built into the basement 
of the new house, and when it was torn down years later the excavators 
reported finding tunnels.

In one famous incident in 1847, a group of Kentucky slave owners 
raided an Underground Railroad station in Cass County and captured 
many fugitives, but 45 slaves escaped and made their way to Battle 
Creek. Hussey housed them all and gave them potatoes and flour to eat, 
provided by both himself and other sympathizers, before sending them 
on their way. This was the largest group of slaves brought in at one time 
through the Underground Railroad.

Visit The Underground Railroad Memorial Sculpture
The sculpture is the largest memorial to the Underground Railroad in the United States. 

Battle Creek’s Erastus and Sarah Hussey are shown on the left leading a group of fugitives 
into their cellar. Harriett Tubman, known as the Black Moses, is shown on the right helping 
another family escape slavery. This memorial honors the participants of the Underground 

Railroad, who showed the strength of the human spirit in its quest for freedom. 
Located along the river on the grounds of the W.K. Kellogg House.

N 42° 19.135 W 085° 10.771



A great escape story involves a slave named Perry Sanford. In 1847 
he was told that he was going to be sold to a Mississippi cotton plantation 
from a farm in Kentucky. Cotton farming, to most slaves, was the worst 
kind of work, so Perry took his life savings of $2.50 and made his escape.

Perry met up with other groups of fugitives in Cass County. A group 
of about 40 slave owners raided the settlement and captured 25 fugitives, 
which they packed into tobacco wagons to be brought back south. 
During the raid, however, damage had been done to some cabins - broken 
windows and doors - and the cabin owners pressed charges. Everyone 
involved in the raid was put into jail.

The trial lasted for several weeks. The verdict was given that black 
people were not considered property in Michigan - but it didn’t matter in 
this case. Mysteriously, every time the slaves had been taken from the jail 
to the courthouse, one or two would slip away until they were all missing.  

Not only that, one wheel went missing from the tobacco wagons 
each night until the wheels were gone (somehow ending up at the 
bottom of the lake). By the time, the slave owners were released from 
jail, but they had neither slaves nor wagons! The slaves were brought to 
Battle Creek and some of the bravest decided to settle here, including 
Perry Sanford, who lived in Battle Creek for the rest of his life.

When you find a hiding spot be sure to lose anyone in pursuit 
and then PUSH, don’t pull, to find your treasure!

4. CLEVER CONCEALERS –UR4 

Coordinates:  N 42° 19.305   W 085° 10.506
Parking Coordinates:  N 42° 19.305 W 085° 10.506
Access ground zero from the street, walk down the paved driveway 
that leads to the back of the Kimball House to begin your search. 
Difficulty: 1.5     Terrain: 1      Size: Regular
Hint: unaqvpnccrq npprffvoyr qbbe  
 (decription key on inside back cover)

Oak Hill Cemetery  N 42° 18.500 W 085° 10.773
255 South Avenue, Battle Creek Hours: Gates are open from 8AM-dusk daily.

Most of Battle Creek’s earliest pioneers are buried in 
Oak Hill Cemetery, including: James and Ellen White 
(co-founders of the Seventh Day Adventist Church), 
Sojourner Truth, W.K. Kellogg and his brother John 
Harvey Kellogg, as well as, are buried in Oak Hill. 

Visit the 

Kimball House 
Museum
196 Capital Avenue NE 49017
www.heritagebattlecreek.org
269-965-2613

The Kimball House Museum is a Queen Anne style Victorian house 
museum, built in 1886 as the family home for three generations 
of physicians. Special exhibit rooms focus on the Battle Creek 
Sanitarium and Sojourner Truth. Displays include the pioneer room, 
general store and the servants’ quarters. Heritage Battle Creek will 
open the House Museum, just call for an appointment. 



In order to keep the Underground Railroad secret, but still pass 
information to the next conductor or stationmaster, newspaper classified 
ads were often used. Remember, there was no electricity back then, and 
certainly no cell phones!

An ad might appear that said, “A fine mahogany mare will be 
available for purchase along with her colt on Monday morning. The 
mare is well broken and would be perfect for a minister. Price $50.”

To break this code you need to know that “mahogany” indicated a 
mulatto - a light-skinned person who had both white and black parents. 
This ad let the next person along the route know that a lighter-skinned 
female was traveling with her son, and they would be arriving late 
Sunday night. The female had some education, was religious, and was 
traveling with $50 to help with expenses.

Ads would describe horses or dogs available for purchase, but would 
really be indicating how many fugitives to expect. Ads would also pass 
along information needed to help the next stationmaster prepare for the 
person or group. If the ad indicated the price was cheap or the pair were a 
bargain, it would mean that the travelers had no money with them.

The citizens of Michigan were not always in favor of ending 
slavery, but as time went on the vast majority came to support the slaves’ 

5. CLASSIFIEDS –UR5 

Coordinates:  N 42° 16.004   W 084° 57.922
Difficulty: 3     Terrain: 3      Size: Small
Hint: fubeg crbcyr znl unir gb tb gb gur bgure fvqr  
 (decription key on inside back cover) 

Newspapers played a major role in the Underground 
Railroad network, but you will need to look further than 
this newspaper office to find your prize. 

right to freedom. With that shift in opinion, they began to use 
newspapers to taunt slave catchers. Notices appeared announcing that 
slaves had made it across the river into Canada, such as this one that 
appeared in the Detroit Free Press on April 20, 1853:

“Twenty-nine fugitive slaves, men and women, from Kentucky and 
the Carolinas, who had arrived in this city by the underground railroad, 
passed over the river into Canada yesterday morning about 3 o’clock.”

Come to Marshall on the weekend after Labor Day 
and enjoy the annual Marshall Historic Home Tour.

Each year the tour features several historic homes, displaying a 
diverse mix of architectural styles with construction dates ranging 

from the early 1800s to the 1900s. 
On Saturday night, everyone’s attention is focused on the Civil 
War Ball. Re-enactors invite you to learn popular dances of the 
period with easy-to-understand instructions. Wear period dress 

and participate in the dancing, or observe from the sidelines.
Plan on attending this fun event!

Marshall Home Tour 
And Civil War Ball



Some slaves came up with great ideas to gain their freedom. Henry 
“Box” Brown climbed into a wooden crate and mailed himself to 
an abolitionist in Philadelphia! His box traveled by wagon, railroad, 
steamboat, and ferry during its 27-hour journey. Despite having “Handle 
With Care” and “This Side Up” written on the outside, several times his 
crate was placed upside down or handled roughly. Of his escape, Brown 
said, “If you have never been deprived of your liberty, as I was, you cannot 
realize the power of that hope of freedom, which was to me indeed, an 
anchor to the soul both sure and steadfast.”

Maybe this cache should have been placed closer to the American 
Museum of Magic, across the street from the Post Office, because one 
couple surely used magic to escape! William and Ellen Craft were slaves in 
Georgia who devised a ‘first-class’ escape plan.

Ellen had very fair skin because she was the daughter of a mulatto 
slave woman and her white master. To escape, Ellen had to change her 
race, her gender and her social status! William cut Ellen’s hair short and 
she dressed in men’s clothing that she had sewn - transforming her into 
a white gentleman landowner who was traveling with his slave - who was 
really her husband William!

Ellen also put her arm in a sling, because, being a slave, she did not 
know how to write. She was then able to sign with an “X” when needed 
because of her “injury”. Ellen also had bandages wrapped around her face 
to further her disguise and give her a reason to limit how much she was 
expected to talk. During their 4-day escape, they traveled in first-class 
trains and even dined with a steamboat captain! The couple also stayed in 
first-class hotel rooms until they finally reached Philadelphia and freedom.

6. BOX BROWN –UR6 

Coordinates:  N 42° 16.295   W 084° 57.414
Difficulty: 1.5     Terrain: 1      Size: Regular
Hint: va n pbeare  (decription key on inside back cover)

Even though Henry “Box” Brown mailed himself to freedom, 
the cache is NOT on Post Office grounds (but it is close by). 

Postal Museum

Postal Museum
202 East Michigan Avenue, Marshall 
$5.00 admission, children under 12 free
Tours available by appointment only, call 269-979-2719
Discover the largest collection of Postal memorabilia 
in the United States. This unique museum shows how 
life has changed in the past century and a half.

American Museum of Magic
107 East Michigan Avenue, Marshall  •  269-781-7570
$5 for adults, $3.50 for seniors/children, under 5 years free
Founded in 1978, the museum contains two floors of 
artifacts of all the great magicians of the 19th and 20th 
centuries.  See the only Magic Museum of its kind in the world!   

The National 
House Inn
102 S. Parkview, Marshall 
(269) 781-7374 

The National House Inn may have hidden escaped slaves on the Underground 
Railroad. In 1976 the building began to be restored and the owners noticed that 
the measurements from the main floor and the basement did not add up, so they 
investigated. They broke through some walls in the basement and found a 10-foot-
wide room that was as long as the dining room directly above it. The walls were 
lined with shelves, which may have held liquor bottles during Prohibition - and 
could have been used to hide runaway slaves prior to the Civil War. 

On the first floor of the Inn there is a telephone booth. At the back of this booth 
(which was originally just a closet) there is a trap door that leads to a small space 
behind the stairs. In the risers between the stairs is a piece of iron grill work. 
Someone sitting in this space would have had a clear view through the glass in the 
front door, all the way across the park circle to the livery - where horses were kept. 
From the stairs, no one could see into that dark space. What a great place to look 
out for danger! If the coast was clear, fugitives could have climbed the back stairs and 
been secreted into wagons to begin the next leg of their journey to freedom. 



In 1844 when Adam Crosswhite discovered that his owner had plans to 
sell his wife and children, Crosswhite and his family escaped from Kentucky 
and traveled along the Underground Railroad until they reached Marshall. 
They liked the community, which had about 250 white and 50 black residents, 
and so they decided to stop traveling and make Marshall their home.

Three years later, Francis Giltner located the Crosswhites (his escaped 
slaves) and sent four slave catchers to Marshall to retrieve his property. 
There was a confrontation between the slave catchers and an estimated 150 
Marshall citizens who came to the aid of the Crosswhites. The slave catchers 
ended up being arrested for assault, battery and housebreaking when they 
would not leave town without the family. While the slave catchers were in 
jail, Marshall leaders helped the Crosswhites escape to Canada.

Giltner sued the leaders of the Marshall incident for the cost of his 
escaped slaves, but soon discovered he would not receive a fair trial in the 
area, due to the fact that so many citizens were sympathizers. He took his 
case further up the court system and eventually won a settlement of $1,925 
- an astronomical sum in those days. People from all along the Underground 
Railroad donated as much money as they could, considering it a badge of honor, 
and eventually the entire fine was paid.  

This incident ultimately led to the passage of the “Fugitive Slave Act 
of 1850” which guaranteed that escaped slaves had no rights, no right to say 
anything in their defense, they could not have a trial, and they were to be held

7. BEGINNING OF END –UR7 

“The Adam Crosswhite Affair”
Coordinates:  N 42° 15.411   W 084° 57.124
Difficulty: 1.5     Terrain: 1.5      Size: Small
Hint: ubyl gerr, ongzna!  (decription key on inside back cover)

Adam Crosswhite lived in Marshall from 1844 until his death 
in 1878. He and his family are buried in Section A of Oakridge 
Cemetery. “The Crosswhite Affair” is one of the defining moments 
that brought about the Civil War, and ultimately the end of slavery.

in jail until the slave catchers were ready to bring them south. This new Federal 
law also meant that it became easy for slave catchers to capture any black person 
they found, swear on an oath that this person was the escaped slave they were 
chasing, and bring them south and into slavery - even if they had never been a 
slave before!

In 1854, Erastus Hussey (remember him from Major Conductor - 
UR3?) was elected to the Senate and passed the “Personal Liberty Law” 
- making the capture of refugee slaves illegal within the State of Michigan. 
It also stated that slaves could not be put in jail by slave catchers, that they 
had a right to defend themselves and that prosecutors were required to defend 
fugitives. This statue trumped the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and stopped slave 
catchers within Michigan.

The Crosswhites returned to Marshall when it was safe for them to do so 
and lived there until their deaths - their headstones are near the cache. 

The Crosswhite Affair has been called the “defining moment in the 
Underground Railroad history of Michigan”, and a plaque to commemorate 
it was placed on a boulder where the Crosswhite cabin once stood, at N 42° 
16.376 W 084° 56.921. The politics involved with this case made it one of the 
leading causes for the start of the Civil War.

Oakridge 
Cemetery  
614 Homer Road, Marshall 

Marshall has played an important role in shaping history and 
many of its notable citizens are buried at Oakridge, including: 
Harold C. Brooks who gave the city the Brooks Fountain and 
the Post Office, Isaac E. Crary and John Pierce who founded 
the Michigan educational system, and Abner Pratt who built the 
beautiful Honolulu House. Also buried here is Samual W. Hill 
who was a surveyor who allegedly swore so badly others used his 
name instead of swearing, i.e. “What in the Sam Hill?” 
This story was once featured in Ripley’s “Believe It or Not.”



Stop 1: Stations along the Underground Railroad were a night’s travel 
apart, usually 10 to 20 miles. If indoors, the stations were farmhouse 
attics, cellars, the space under the floorboards, or inside hidden rooms - 
or they could be in barns, haylofts, or outbuildings. If outdoors, a cave, 
a hollowed out riverbank, or other sheltering item was preferrable, but a 
tree might do the trick!
After hiding during the day and resting, the fugitives either walked to 
their next destination, or they could be concealed in a boat or hidden in 
the bed of a wagon and driven to the next stop. You probably won’t want 
to walk between these stops - we suggest driving or biking.
Stop 2: Hint: fubeg rireterra  Difficulty: 1.5 Terrain: 1.5 Size: Small
Great job hiding, but the people who just passed by weren’t your pursuers, 
they are still behind you. Guvf gerr doesn’t offer much protection, keep 
going! You need to find somewhere safe, znlor n puhepu? 
Stop 3: Hint: zhfuebbzf sbe qvaare! Difficulty: 1.5 Terrain: 1.5 Size: Small
You tried to find shelter va guvf puhepu, but no one was there to help you. 
Even though you are exhausted, you must keep going. Don’t lose your way 
- fugitives found the Big Dipper in the sky, whose “bowl” points to the 
North Star, to help them continue northward. Sbyybj gur Fgnee! 
Final Stop: Difficulty: 1.5 Terrain: 1.5 Size: Regular 
Congrats! Guvf gerr bssref n terng uvqvat fcbg - you can stay here the rest 
of the day and continue on your journey tomorrow night.

8. RUN FOR IT! –UR8 

Stop 1 Coordinates:  N 42° 16.505   W 084° 50.878 
NOTE: The other coordinates are located inside the caches! 
Difficulty: 1.5     Terrain: 1.5      Size: Small
Hint: rlr urvtug, vs lbh’er fubeg  (decription key on inside back cover)

To help keep the Underground Railroad secret, most people 
who helped along the route only knew their part of the operation, but 
they needed common terminology to pass along information. Since 
the railroads were being built the same time the Underground 
Railroad was being formed, the same terms were used.

“Agents” would help escaped slaves find the railroad and would 
give them a “ticket” to get on the train (they would vouch for them). 
“Conductors” (guides) would help transport “packages”, “passengers” 
or “freight” (fugitives) along the “lines” (routes) until they reached the 
next “station” or “depot” (resting place). “Station masters” hid fugitives 
in their homes and “stockholders” donated money and supplies.

Sometimes religious terminology was used as well. The 
northern routes of the “freedom train” had to cross the “River Jordan” 
(the Ohio River) and would lead the escaped slaves into Canada, 
which was “Heaven” or “the Promised Land”. The Ohio River marked 
the boundary between free and slave states, and Canada had to be 
reached before escaped slaves were beyond the reach of slave catchers. 
Southern routes of the Underground Railroad lead to Florida or 
Mexico. As in the gospel songs, everyone hoped that the “wheels 
would keep on turning”.

9. STATION #9 –UR9 

Coordinates:  N 42° 14.817  W 084° 45.315
Difficulty: 1.5     Terrain: 1.5      Size: Small
Hint: pybfre gb gur genpxf guna gb gur ohvyqvat 
 (decription key on inside back cover)

Slave catchers are coming! You must keep moving! Remember, if 
someone comes along the road (like at the next stop), you might 
have to hide behind an evergreen... Hurry! 

The first trains were built in America in the 1820s and 1830s, so it 
was only natural that people would use railroad terms to describe 
the Underground Railroad, which was developing at the same time.



Before the early 1800s many slave owners published stories written 
about their slaves, claiming that they were happier as property than if they 
were free. The stories indicated that blacks would not only be unhappy, but 
they would be unable to handle a free life - which was bound to be scary 
and filled with danger. The stories said the blacks agreed that living as a 
slave on a plantation was what they wanted. Many northern whites had 
never even seen a black person, so these tales were believed and the south 
was left alone on the subject of slavery for quite a while.

It wasn’t until the slaves started telling their own stories, after having 
escaped along the early trails of the Underground Railroad, that the truth 
was revealed. These stories told the horrors of watching your children 
sold away from you, the inhuman workloads that were endured, and the 
cruelty of some masters. They told of beatings that were received and the 
horrific living conditions of slave life. The effect of hearing these heart-
breaking stories was electrifying and helped the abolitionist cause.

Some former slaves wrote their own stories, like Frederick 
Douglass, but most did not know how to read or write, so others wrote 
their stories for them. The tales spoke not only of the hardships of slave 
life, but also of the great love between family members and friends. The 
stories captivated northern readers and helped several former slaves 
attain fame as speakers for the abolitionist cause.

The most famous antislavery book was Uncle Tom’s Cabin written 
by Harriet Beecher Stowe in 1851. Stowe was a white woman, so she

10. UNCLE TOM’S CABIN –UR10 

Coordinates:  N 42° 14.524   W 084° 45.139
Difficulty: 1.5     Terrain: 1.5      Size: Small
Hint: jnvfg uvtu  (decription key on inside back cover)
NOTE: Don’t trample the landscaping!

I remember picking up Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher 
Stowe when I was a teenager and sitting under a tree to read the 
entire book in one sitting.
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was accepted by a much wider audience than her black counterparts. She 
wrote this novel based on stories she heard from former slaves, some of 
which her family had harbored during their escapes to freedom.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin is about a black slave named Tom, a man of great 
patience and endurance, and of the experiences he has with his horrible 
white owner. Tom refused to betray other slaves, even at the cost of his 
own life. This book had a tremendous impact on the feelings towards 
slavery and turned many northerners into abolitionists.

Today, the book is seen as a racist text with a child-like, subservient 
and not-very-smart black man who endures everything that the white 
man does to him, always with a smile on his face. Of course, in reality, if 
he had fought back he would have been beaten and maybe even killed. 
If the reader keeps in mind the times that the book portrays, and the 
impact that it had on the antislavery movement, this book continues to 
be one of the most important of its time.

If you want to learn more about Uncle Tom’s Cabin, or about slavery 
in general, information can be found within the Albion Public Library or 
at the library in your home town.
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www.CacheCalhoun.org Game Sheet
Each cache in the www.CacheCalhoun.org Geocache Challenge 

contains a special code. Write down each code as they are found, and 
then use the codes to solve a word puzzle. 

Bring your completed word puzzle   
to the Calhoun County Visitors Bureau, at   
N 42° 19.193 W 085° 11.031 (34 W. Jackson St., 
Battle Creek) to collect your prize - A Pathtag! 

Have you found only a few of the clues, or 
maybe you are having trouble solving the word 
puzzle? That’s okay, we have prizes for everyone!

1._____________________ 6._____________________

2._____________________ 7._____________________

3._____________________ 8. ____   ____   ____   ____   ____

4._____________________ 9._____________________

5._____________________ 10._____________________

(Clue 8 has the Decryption Key, where the number above equals number below. Put the 
clues into correct order and write the solution below)

Solve Word Puzzle Here:

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Decryption Key for Cache Hints 
a b c d e f g h i j k l m
n o  p q r s t u v w x y z
(letter above equals below, and vice versa)

T
H

E
 U

N

DERGROUND RAILR
O

A
D

C
acheCalhoun.o

rg

www.CacheCalhoun.org 
34 W. Jackson St, Battle Creek, MI
Monday-Friday 9-5 • 800 397 2240

What is Geocaching? (pronounced “geo-cashing”)

Geocaching is a worldwide game of using GPS technology 
to hide and seek treasure. Geocachers hide a cache (a container 
of some sort) and use GPS coordinates to let others know the 
area where it is located. Then, other geocachers try to find the 
hidden container - which is not always easy! 

You may want to start by watching the great informational video at 
www.geocaching.com. There is also a LOT of other information to be 
found on that site - sure to answer any geocaching question!
While there, create your free geocaching account which will allow you 
to share your finds online - then cachers around the world can follow 
your progress.

Getting Started:
•  You’ll need a Global Positioning System (GPS) device: a handheld 

GPS, your car GPS (set in ‘Walking Mode’) or a smart phone. (For 
smart phones, a variety of applications are available for GPS coordinates.)

•  Use the given coordinates to find the area of the hidden cache. The 
cache probably won’t be at the exact coordinates, you’ll have to look 
around for it. Some cache descriptions contain clues or additional 
hints. Geocaches are meant to blend into the environment and will 
never be buried. 

•  Once found, a cache will contain a Log Book. Write down your 
account name and the date you found the cache, as proof of your find.

•  If there is an object in the cache you are allowed to take it, but you 
must replace it with something of equal or greater value. If the object 
has a number stamped on it, it may be a Trackable item. See more 
information about Trackables at www.geocaching.com.

•  Place the cache back exactly where and how you found it, so others can 
find it too. Make sure no “muggles” (non-geocachers) see your activity.

•  You can finish by reporting your find online 

Individuals participating in geocaching do so at their own risk. The 
Calhoun County Visitors Bureau, its affiliates and cache owners, are not 
responsible for accidents or injury. Please obey all appropriate laws and 
exercise extreme caution.


